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	Stage 1 – Desired Results

	Established Goals (TEKS):

	· 5(A) evaluate the impact of Progressive Era reforms, including initiative, referendum, recall, and the passage of the 16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th amendments

· 5(B) evaluate the impact of muckrakers and reform leaders such as Upton Sinclair, Susan B. Anthony, Ida B. Wells, and W.E.B. DuBois on American society
These are the TEKS for 11th grade U.S. History.  The class focuses on American history from post-Reconstruction to present (1877 to present).  Curriculum in Texas is based on the TEKS, and they narrow the scope of history to what is considered “important.”  For this unit, we are focusing on the Progressive Era, 1880-1920.  During this time, many important reforms came about that changed the landscape of American politics and society.  Reform and changes are ever evolving and are not limited to a specific time frame, but rather, play a vital role in our current times as well.  It is valuable for the students to understand the impact of those changes on the course of American life and history.


	Understandings:

Students will understand that . . . 

· Individual people and actions can have a lasting impact.
This understanding pertains to the Analysis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  Students will be able to analyze the actions of specific individuals.
· Reform and change comes from the citizens.
This understanding relates to the Application level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  The students will be able to demonstrate that the muckrakers were citizens who saw the world around them and decided to take action.
· Reforms can affect future legislation.
This understanding relates to the Evaluation level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  Reforms and amendments influence the future, and students must be able to predict those outcomes.

	Essential Questions:
· What conditions bring about reform?
Because students will examine the environment of pre-reform America, they will be operating at the Analysis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  They will also have to put themselves in the mindset of that environment, so they will be employing the Empathy facet of the Six Facets of Understanding. 
· What were the implications of the reforms/amendments?
Students will be predicting what they believe are the impacts that the reforms and amendments will have for the future, therefore they are operating on the Evaluation level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
· What methods did the muckrakers use to bring about their goals?
The students will be analyzing the methods the muckrakers used to accomplish reforms.  They will be operating on the Analysis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  


	Students will know . . .
	Students will be able to . . .

	· The specific contributions the muckrakers made to the Progressive Era.
The Comprehension level of Bloom’s Taxonomy is utilized by the students, as they must be able to describe and identify the actions of the muckrakers and how it relates to reforms.  They are therefore also operating on the Knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
· The outcomes of the amendments.
Since the students will be able to describe and explain the results of the amendments, the Comprehension level of Bloom’s Taxonomy will be utilized.
· The presidencies that enacted the reforms.
The students will be listing the presidencies and the reform policies enacted by each administration.  This is the Knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy. 

· Key figures.
Students will define and name key figures, on the Knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.
· Key vocabulary.
Students will define key vocabulary on the Knowledge level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.

	· Compare living conditions and societal norms, past and present.
The Analysis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy is expected because students are comparing and contrasting past and present American society.  They will be examining the circumstances and conditions that bring about the idea of reform.
· Describe the effects, both immediate and long term, of amendments and reforms.
Here the students will be working on both the Comprehension level and the Evaluation level of Bloom’s Taxonomy as they will be describing the immediate effects of reform and predicting what the long term implications are as well.
· Demonstrate research methods the muckrakers would have used.
The students will be planning and preparing to use research methods to follow in muckraker footsteps, thus operating on the Synthesis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.


	Stage 2 – Assessment Evidence

	Performance Tasks:
· Choose a topic they believe needs reform and explore a pathway to hypothetically bring about change.  Think and act like a muckraker to bring about reform.
During this performance task, the student will be operating on a multitude of levels, both in terms of Bloom’s Taxonomy and the Six Facets of Understanding.  By planning and preparing the routes to act like a muckraker, they are demonstrating the Synthesis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy.  By investigating research methods to act like a muckraker, students are in the Perspective facet, and by reflecting on their own ideas of what should be reformed they are working on Self-Knowledge.  The muckrakers showed the changes they wanted to see in their society in a variety of ways, therefore the students are not limited to simply writing a paper to express the change they want to see.  Alfred Whitehead encourages students to discover their interests, so the students should express their desires in a way they feel more effectively represents them.  Whitehead also says students will use critical analysis and apply their knowledge.  In this major project grade, those demonstrations of learning are the standard.

	Other Evidence:
· Writing a response to the question of the implications of reform or amendments.
This evidence will be used mostly as a formative assessment, to gauge student understanding; however, it could also be used as a summative assessment, provided the students receive a rubric.
· Creating a timeline of the amendments.
The timeline will be used as a summative assessment and the assignment will be graded.
· Quizzes.
Quizzes will be used as a summative assessment, but will also serve as an indicator of understanding and knowledge.
· Homework.
Homework is also a summative assessment.  Some homework, however, will be used as a formative assessment and will be a completion grade.
· Unit test.
In conjunction with the performance task, the unit test will also serve as a summative assessment.


	Stage 3 – Learning Plan

	Learning Activities: 

	· Muckraker/reformer worksheet.  The students will have the names of different individuals who played roles during the Progressive Era.  Through the use of computers, they will have access to online resources and will research those individuals.  They will learn about their actions and impact on reform and society.  Each group will be assigned one muckraker and become an “expert” on that topic.  Each group will then jigsaw the information they learned and teach the rest of the class, who will take notes.  Their understanding of reform impact will develop through small group and class discussions, which will help them understand that individuals can bring about change. (W, H, O)
The students will be displaying Verbal/Linguistic capacities according to the Multiple Intelligence Capacity Inventory Wheel through their use of explaining, teaching, and learning.  Jigsawing is another strategy that is beneficial to the students as it incorporates a variety of levels in Bloom’s Taxonomy (Knowledge and Comprehension).  An individual, or group, becomes an “expert” in one subject.  They then teach that information to the rest of the class.  Jigsawing allows for a dissemination of information, but everyone ultimately receives the same knowledge.  The group and class discussions function as formative assessments, as the teacher monitors and facilitates conversation.  Lev Vygotsky said that learning is a social activity, and by having the students in small groups with discussions, socializing is occurring, and they are given an opportunity to hear about a different perspective.  By thinking about the actions of the muckrakers and hearing others points of view, the students are demonstrating the Perspective facet from the Six Facets of Understanding.
· Amendment timeline.  The students will research, individually, the different amendments (16th, 17th, 18th, and 19th) that were passed during the Progressive Era.  The timeline will not only list the dates and facts of each amendment, but also the factors leading up to the passage of the amendments.  The students will need to be able to think about the societal and political climate of America during this time, and how that contributed to amendments and reform. (W)
In this activity, students will be working with the Explanation facet of the Six Facets of Understanding by creating a timeline of the amendments.  They are also working on the Comprehension level of Bloom’s Taxonomy by describing and explaining the amendments and their historical context.  The Analysis level will also be used, as the students will be analyzing the context that brought about reform.
· Writing response to the question: “What do you think are the long-term effects of reform or change?  Pick a specific muckraker or an amendment to focus on and discuss what you think the implications of their actions are for the future.” (W, E1, R)
The Empathy facets from the Six Facets of Understanding is in play during this activity, as the students must put themselves in the shoes of the muckrakers who brought about reform.  They must be able to analyze (Analysis level on Bloom’s Taxonomy) the different societal changes that occurred and determine which one they believe has the biggest impact.  They must be able to predict (Evaluation level on Bloom’s Taxonomy) the implications those reforms could have on the future.  The political and societal contexts of pre-reform America demonstrate Albert Bandura’s idea of reciprocal determinism.  Reciprocal determinism means that environment may effect behavior, but behavior also impacts environment.  If something in the environment is the “norm,” it is not likely to change unless the associated behavior changes as well, and vice versa.

· Students will research the reforms that came about under each president during the Progressive Era.  They will research the three Progressive Era presidents, those policies, what brought about those political changes, and what impact did they have on American society. (W, O)
The Explanation facet of the Six Facets of Learning will be used, as the students are researching and understanding the impact of each of the different presidencies on reform.  The students will also be working on the Knowledge, Comprehension, and Analysis levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy as they list, describe, and analyze the amendments, reforms, and/or policies that occurred under each administration.
· Students will think about the current times in which they live and will choose a topic, subject, or area that they believe needs to undergo reform.  They will then begin preliminary research on that topic, as well as the issues that have arisen in relation to it.  Individual work with teacher guidance.  This is the beginning of the major performance task for the unit. (E1, R, E2, T, O)
The Application level of Bloom’s Taxonomy is evident in this activity, as students will choose a topic on which to research.  They will also be utilizing the Perspective facet from the Six Facets of Understanding since they will have to think the significance of something that they believe needs reform.  This is the beginning of the performance task activity, which will be a marker of their understanding of the unit in relation to the importance of reform.  It is therefore Indirect Instruction as it is Inquiry Based Teaching because the students will choose a topic in which to delve further.  John Dewey believed our experiences shape our learning and understanding.  This project is an opportunity for the students to show what impacts their everyday life based on their personal experiences, or even what they observe in society and culture.  
· After choosing a topic that needs reform, the student will think about the different pathways a muckraker could take in order to bring attention to the subject.  He or she will choose such a pathway in order to hypothetically bring about the change he or she believes needs to occur.  The student will map out a plan to bring about the change. (H, E1, R, T, O)
The Synthesis level of Bloom’s Taxonomy is being used in this activity, as students will begin to actually plan and prepare the method by which they will attempt to bring about the hypothetical reform they want to see.  A student may choose any medium in which to represent this research project, allowing them to channel their individual creativity and self-expression (Whitehead).  Indirect Instruction and Inquiry Based Teaching is also still occurring.  
· The students will present to the class, on an individual basis, what topic they chose to reform, why they chose it, and what actions they would take in order to act like a muckraker and bring about that reform. (H, E1, E2, T) 
This is the final activity related to the major project/performance task the students will be doing.  On this day they are presenting their individual research projects to the class and explaining the reasoning and methodology behind their work.  This is the Self-Knowledge facet of the Six Facets of Understanding, as they are reflecting on their current culture and what they want to see change.  The students are also using the Evaluation level of Bloom’s Taxonomy to argue for the reform they want to see happen.  This project is a summative assessment, as they will receive a grade for their methodology practices, but it is also a formative assessment, since the student’s level of understanding and knowledge is also on display.
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